
AN AG CAREER AND YOU…  
A PERFECT FIT? 



What do you want to be?CAREER

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With the end of your time in high school approaching, I’m sure you’ve started to get the “what do you want to be?” question.  
How many of you have thought about what you want to be?
What are some of the careers you’re thinking about?




AGRICULTURAL 
CAREER?

What do you think 
of when you hear 
“AGRICULTURAL 
CAREER”?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What do you think of when you hear “agricultural career?”




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Production Agriculture…raising animals and growing crops IS an agriculture career.
2 % of the US population are farmers and ranchers.
US Farmers feed 165 people annually.



ANY ONE 
CONSIDERING 
PRODUCTION

AGRICULTURE?

Are you possibly thinking 
about any of these 
careers?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Anyone considering any of those production agriculture careers?
So, if production agriculture isn’t your interest area, is an Ag Career still a possibility?
Are you possibly thinking about any of these careers?




Truck DriverConstruction
Foreman 
Electrical
Engineer
Pilot/Aerial
Applicator
Landscape
Designer
Sports Turf
ManagerLoggerWelder
Sales 
RepresentativeFood Stylist
Biosecurity 
Monitor
Marketing
Specialist
Environmental
Scientist
Plant 
BiologistGeneticistVeterinarianRetail Manager
Graphic
DesignerIT SpecialistAccountant

Ag Science 
Teacher
Chief Executive
Officer (CEO)LawyerLobbyistFlorist

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What do all of these people and careers have in common?
Agriculture!



WHAT DO 
THESE CAREERS 

HAVE IN 
COMMON?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What do these careers have in common?




Presenter
Presentation Notes
When you hear agriculture, what do you think of?  Most likely…food.



IT’S NOT THE ONLY 
CAREER IN 
AGRICULTURE

Production 
Agriculture

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When people think agriculture, they tend to think production agriculture.
But Production Agriculture is NOT the only career in agriculture.
Agriculture is the largest employer in the nation.
23 million people are employed in Ag Careers.
Yearly, we need 48,000 people to fill positions in ag careers.
800,000 ag career jobs in PA.




WHAT IS YOUR 
FAVORITE FOOD?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When we think agriculture, we typically think of food…as agriculture provides us with our food.
“What is your favorite food?”
(collect some answers from class)
We’re going to try to discover ag careers through YOUR favorite foods.
Have students form groups of 4-5 students.
Give each group a worksheet.
Have students share their favorite foods in their group; then decide on one person’s favorite food to break down into ag careers.




WHAT 
PRODUCTION AG 

JOBS ARE 
NEEDED?

WHO are the farmers 
needed to grow and 
raise the ingredients for 
your favorite food?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have students list types of farmers for their group’s favorite food.
Have 1-2 groups share their food and the list of farmers.





PRODUCTION 
AGRICULTURE

It’s important…but MOST 
of the Ag Careers are OFF 
the farm!

23 million 
people work in 
agriculture and 
related fields…
98% work in 
areas outside 
of farming!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
23 million people work in agriculture
98% of those work in areas outside farming and production agriculture.
Yearly, we need 48,000 people to fill positions in ag careers.
800,000 ag career jobs in PA.




WHAT OTHER 
CAREERS ARE 

NEEDED TO GET 
THIS FOOD TO 

YOU?

What are the jobs 
needed before and 
after the farm?  Who are 
the people the farmer 
might need to work with 
while growing crops or 
raising livestock? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have students list all possible careers needed that would be connected to their food (before the farm, on the farm and after the farm).



9 AG CAREER PATHWAYS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ll use your lists of careers for your food to learn about different jobs in the 9 different Ag career pathways 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Agriculture and food production IS a business. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
What careers did you have that would be related to the business world for your food?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
How many of your teams had an animal protein (chicken, beef, pork, fish) as part of your favorite food?  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
What careers did you have that would be related to animals for your food?




Presenter
Presentation Notes
How many of your teams had an a plant as part of your favorite food?  




Presenter
Presentation Notes
What careers did you have that would be related to plants for your food?




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plants and animals ARE the basis for our foods…and understanding and using their biology and technology is essential to feeding the world.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
What careers did you have that would be related to biotechnology for your food?




Presenter
Presentation Notes
For production agriculture, we need natural resources for plant and animal growth.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
What careers did you have that would be related to managing natural resources for your food?




Presenter
Presentation Notes
As we utilize natural resources for our food, fiber and needs, we need to be mindful of protecting our environment so we have the ability to continue to grow our plants and raise our livestock to meet the needs of future populations.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
What careers did you have that would be related to protecting the environment for your food?




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once we have the raw products from the farm…a lot is done to create the foods we eat.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
What careers did you have that would be related to food processing for your food?




Presenter
Presentation Notes
To get the work of agriculture, production and processing, done, equipment and technology are needed.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
What careers did you have that would be related to technology and equipment for your food?




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nothing happens without education…education for those going into ag careers and education for the general public about WHY agriculture is important.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
What careers did you have that would be related to education for your food?




There are LOTS of 
possibilities available to 

you in Ag Careers….



Presenter
Presentation Notes
What do we consider when selecting a career?
Our interests...what do we like?  Do we want to be inside or outside?  Do we want to work independently or as part of a team?
Job location…where do we want to work?  Do we want to stay in hometown?  Do we want to be in a city?  Do we want in the mountains or by the ocean?
Income potential…what would my salary be?  Is there room for growth?
Potential Impact…will what I do matter?  Will it make a difference?
Amount of Education…how much schooling will I need?  Can I go to a trade school?  Do I have to get a graduate degree?
Job Availability Forecast…will there be jobs available?  Is there job stability?



EXPLORE YOUR 
OPTIONS

There are LOTS of 
possibilities available to 

you in Ag Careers….



AGRICULTURE
JUST MIGHT BE 
THE PERFECT FIT 
FOR YOUR FUTURE 
CAREER!




